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Arson blamed for fire at iconic Barcelona church 

CNN (19.04.2011) / HRWF Int. (22.04.2011) - Website: http://www.hrwf.net - About 

1,500 tourists were evacuated Tuesday from the Sagrada Familia church, a popular 

destination for visitors to Barcelona, Spain, after a man set a fire inside, authorities said. 

 

The fire occurred in the church's crypt, a section always open and used for religious 

purposes. It caused no injuries and unknown damage to the crypt, authorities said. 

Investigators arrested the man, a municipal spokeswoman said. 

 

The church is closed to the public and will open when it is deemed safe to visit, the 

spokeswoman said. 

 

The Sagrada Familia, or "holy family" church, is still under construction after more than 

100 years. It was designed by Antoni Gaudi, an architect well-known for many buildings 

he designed in Barcelona. Only one tower and most of one facade at the church had been 

completed by the time he died ni 1926. 

 

Gaudi planned the church to have 18 towers -- 12 for the apostles, four for the 

evangelists, one for the Virgin Mary and the tallest for Jesus. 

 

Jordi Fauli, the deputy architect, said the privately-financed work may be done by 2026, 

on the 100th anniversary of Gaudi's death. 

 

Asked once why it was taking so long to finish the Sagrada Familia, Gaudi replied, 

according to his assistants, "My client -- meaning God -- is not in a hurry." 

 

Court suspends Spanish city's ban on face-covering 
Islamic veils in municipal buildings 

AP (18.01.2011) / HRWF Int. (19.01.2011) - Website: http://www.hrwf.net - Madrid, 

Spain - A court in the northeastern Spanish region of Catalonia has suspended a ban by 

the city of Lleida on face-covering Islamic veils in municipal buildings. 

 

The Superior Justice Tribunal said Tuesday the ban was suspended while the court 

studies an appeal lodged by a Muslim association. 

 

Lleida became the first Spanish city to impose the ban in December, arguing that the 

veils were discriminatory against women. 

 

Other towns, including the Catalan capital Barcelona, have taken similar steps but bans 

have yet to take effect. 
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The gesture is largely symbolic, because only about 3 percent of Lleida's population is 

Muslim and only a handful of women actually wear body-covering burqas or face-

covering niqab garments. 

 


