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Case narrative:  

 

In our previous appeal (AHRC-UAC-182-2010), we have already reported that 85 

persons, 17 of whom have already been granted refugee status by the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Bangkok, have been taken into custody of 

the immigration detention facilities. They are presently subject to deportation 

proceedings.  

 

The AHRC has already asked the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of Thailand 

to intervene urgently in this case; however, they have taken no action to assist.  

 

On 20 February 2011, the Immigration Police in Thailand raided the houses where the 24 

Ahmadiya Pakistani asylum seekers are staying in Bangkok. The group is composed of 

ten children, seven women--two of whom are in advanced stage of pregnancy; and seven 

men. They are presently detained at Pratumtani Police Station while waiting to be 

transferred to the Immigration Detention Center. They will be subject to deportation 

proceedings which are in violation of the principle of non-refoulement, which prohibits 

the deportation of persons back to their countries of origin where they will be at risk of 

persecution, torture, and death.  

 

At the time of their arrest, the UNHCR in Bangkok had already accepted the application of 

asylum status of 24 individuals. Under article 3 of the Convention against Torture (CAT), 

of which Thailand is a State party, they have obligations not to: "expel, return 

("refouler") or extradite a person to another State where there are substantial grounds to 

believing that he/she would be in danger of being subjected to torture".  

 

The Ahmadis are being prosecuted over a Draconian Ordinance in 1984 in Pakistan, 

banning the Ahmadis from converting Muslims to their religion, and prohibits them from 

identifying themselves as Muslims. Therefore, the Ahmadis are being subjected to 

deportation or extradition proceedings to send them back to Pakistan to face the charges. 

Several groups of detainees in Thailand are also identified as members of Ammaddiya 

Muslims who fled such persecution in Pakistan to seek refuge and are endlessly waiting 

for refugee status from UNHCR.  

 

These raids, arbitrary arrests, detention and deportation of all irregular migrants are 

annually scheduled with joint efforts of Immigration authorities as authorized by the 

Immigration Act, B.E. 2522. These arrests and detention, however, have already resulted 

in the congestions of detention facilities. The detention facilities in Thailand often hold 

prisoners beyond its limit which result in inhumane treatment of prisoners and poor 

hygiene. In one recent visit it was noted that the detainees are held like "canned fish" 

and could not even a sit at the same time.  

http://www.hrwf.net/
http://www.ahrchk.net/ua/mainfile.php/2010/3613/


 

Suggested action:  

 

Please write to the persons listed below to call for the immediate release of these persons 

from custody and the respect of their right to seek asylum in Thailand and complete the 

process that they have begun with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.  

 

Please be informed that the AHRC is writing separate letters to the UN Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention and the regional human rights office for Southeast Asia concerning 

these detainees.  

 

SAMPLE LETTER:  

 

Dear ___________,  

 

THAILAND/PAKISTAN: Another 24 Ahmadiya Pakistani asylum seekers, 

including children and pregnant women, are at risk of deportation  

 

Number of victims: Twenty four individuals from Pakistan. They are composed of ten 

children, seven women--two of whom are in advance stage of pregnancy and seven men.  

 

Details of their arrests and detention: They were illegally arrested by the 

Immigration Police Division, Royal Thai Police on February 20, 2011. They are presently 

held at the Pratumtani Police Station awaiting transfer to the Immigration Detention 

Center.  

 

Justification for deportation & extradition: The victims are Ahmadiya Pakistani, one 

of the religious minorities in Pakistan. In Pakistan, Ahmadis are being prosecuted for an 

Ordinance promulgated in 1984 banning Ahmadis from converting Muslims into their 

religion and prohibits them from identifying themselves as Muslims. The deportation & 

extradition proceeding is done for them to face the charges in Pakistan.  

 

I am writing to express my alarm at information I have received that Thai Immigration 

Police have taken into custody at least 24 persons of Pakistani Ahmadiya Muslims who 

have fled to and have been staying in Bangkok for the purpose only of obtaining asylum. 

The victims were composed of vulnerable persons--women, two of them are pregnant; 

and children. They are now being detained at the police station mentioned above.  

 

According to this information, on 21 February 2011, the Immigration authorities in 

Thailand have raided the homes at nighttime of where these persons lived in Bangkok. 

These were done despite them having their application for asylum status granted by the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Bangkok. Without explaining 

to them the reason why they are being arrested, they were taken into custody at the 

Pratumtani Police Station. They are expected to be transferred to the Immigration 

Detention Center while they are waiting for their deportation proceedings to be 

completed.  

 

I am deeply concerned that the Government of Thailand openly violates its international 

obligations under the Convention against torture (CAT), Article 3, which prohibits 

governments to deport or extradite persons to another State where they are at risk of 

torture, execution or persecution. The probability of these victims, including those the 

Immigration authorities have arrested in December 2010, to be tortured, persecuted and 

killed in Pakistan, once deported have already been affirmed by the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (OHCHR) who have accepted their application for asylum 

status.  

 

In fact, 17 of those who have been in custody after their arrest in December 2010 have 



already obtained asylum status. Therefore, those who are seeking asylum, whose 

applications are still pending, have reason to believe that they would be subject to 

torture once deported. I urge the Government of Thailand to comply with its obligations 

under the CAT to refrain from using Immigration laws on victims facing these 

tremendous difficulties to survive by forcing them back to Pakistan.  

 

Also, I am concerned by the overcrowding and poor hygienic conditions of the detention 

facilities in police stations where these victims are held. According to the report of one 

person who visited the facility recently, detainees are held like "canned fish". There was 

not even enough room for everyone to sit at the same time, let alone to lie down or 

move about at all.  

 

I am appalled to hear that children and pregnant women especially are being held in such 

circumstances, and I am aware that aside from this group there are other women and 

children being held in the atrocious conditions at this facility: according to a report by a 

recent visitor to the detention centre, there are at least five women in advanced stages 

of pregnancy, from Sri Lanka and Pakistan, locked up there at present.  

 

In light of the above, I call for the immediate release of these persons and for them to be 

allowed to remain in Thailand pending the outcomes of their applications for asylum. I 

call for appropriate medical treatment to be given to the sick and pregnant among them, 

and for the concerned authorities to take other measures as necessary for their security 

and wellbeing.  

 

In this regard I draw the attention of the Government of Thailand to comply with its 

obligations under international laws, particularly under the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention against Torture (CAT).  

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

----------------  

PLEASE SEND YOUR LETTERS TO:  

 

1. Mr. Abhisit Vejjajiva  

Prime Minister  

c/o Government House  

Pitsanulok Road, Dusit District  

Bangkok 10300  

THAILAND  

Fax: +66 2 288 4000 ext. 4025  

Tel: +66 2 288 4000  

E-mail: spokesman@thaigov.go.th or abhisit@abhisit.org  

 

2. Mr. Chaowarat Chanweerakul  

Minister of Interior  

Office of the Ministry of Interior  

Atsadang Road, Ratchabophit  

Pranakorn, Bangkok 10200  

THAILAND  

Fax: +66 2 226 4371/ 222 8866  

Tel: +66 2 224 6320/ 6341  

E-mail: om@moi.go.th  

 

3. Mr. Peeraphan Saleeratwipak  

Minister of Justice  

Office of the Ministry of Justice  



Ministry of Justice Building  

22nd Floor Software Park Building,  

Chaeng Wattana Road  

Pakkred, Nonthaburi 11120  

THAILAND  

Fax: +662 502 6734 / 6884  

Tel: +662 502 6776/ 8223  

E-mail: om@moj.go.th  

 

4. Mr. Kasit Piromya  

Minister of Foreign Affairs  

Office of the Minister of Foreign Affair  

443 Sri Ayudhya Road  

Bangkok 10400  

THAILAND  

Fax: +662 643 5318  

Tel: +662 643 5333  

E-mail: om@mof.go.th  

 

5. Mr. Jullasingha Wasantasingha  

Attorney General  

Office of the Attorney General  

Lukmuang Building, Nahuppei Road  

Prabraromrachawang, Pranakorn,  

Bangkok 10200  

THAILAND  

Fax: +662 224 0162/ 1448/ 221 0858  

Tel: +662 224 1563/ 222 8121-30  

E-mail: ag@ago.go.th or oag@ago.go.th  

 

6. Pol. Gen. Wichean Potephosree  

Royal Thai Police  

1st Bldg, 7th Floor  

Rama I, Patumwan  

Bkk 10330  

THAILAND  

Fax: +66 2 251 5956/ 205 3738/ 255 1975-8  

E-mail: feedback@police.go.th  

 

7. Mr. Asif Ali Zardari  

President of Pakistan  

President's Secretariat  

Islamabad  

PAKISTAN  

Tel: +92 51 9204801/9214171  

Fax: +92 51 9207458  

Email: publicmail@president.gov.pk  

 

8. Mr. Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani  

Prime Minister of Pakistan  

Prime Minister House  

Islamabad  

PAKISTAN  

Fax: + 92 51 9221596  

E-mail: secretary@cabinet.gov.pk  

 

9. Mr. Syed Mumtaz Alam Gillani  



Federal Minister for Human Rights  

Ministry of Human Rights  

Old US Aid building  

Ata Turk Avenue  

G-5, Islamabad  

PAKISTAN  

Fax: +9251-9204108  

Email: sarfaraz_yousuf@yahoo.com 
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